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Weaving a Digital Tapestry

C a p a c i t y  B u i l d i n g  i n 
t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
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The Landscape

Detail of the William the Conqueror Killing King Harold in Battle from The Bayeux Tapestry © Archivo Iconografico, S.A./CORBIS



Mark Leggott::University of Prince Edward Island::2007

Tapestries
t h e  N e t  p r o v i d e s  a l l  w i t h 

a n  i n c r e d i b l e  l a n d s c a p e 
f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  d i g i t a l 

t a p e s t r i e s . . .

T h e  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  u s  i s  t o 
h a r n e s s  t h e  p a s s i o n  a n d 

k n o w l e d g e  o f  l i b r a r y  s t a f f 
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  t o o l s  a n d 

s e r v i c e s  t o  h e l p  w e a v e 
t h e s e  t a p e s t r i e s
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World of Information

326 books

7506 articles/essays

256 songs

5006 images

46 videos/short films

1009 public websites
Modified from Scan This Book! KEVIN KELLY New York Times: May 14, 2006 Colorful Woven Tapestry © Keren Su/Corbis
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Digital Tapestry?
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Question 1
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When will all 
the information 

“stuff” be 
digital?
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UPEI Landscape

98% of journals will be 
digital in a few years, 
books more and more

Focus on stewarding 
PEI culture/gov info, 
IT and integrated 
support for ed/research, 
fundraising

New services - vRef, 
VRE, Moodle, hours
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The Framework

Weaver Making Traditional Otavalo Tapestries © Danny Lehman/Corbis
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Web 2.0
L e v e r a g i n g  t h e  N e t  a s  a 

f r a m e w o r k  t o  b u i l d  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  k n o w l e d g e , 

w i t h  d a t a  a s  t h e  b r i c k s 
e n a b l i n g  c r e a t i o n  o f 
d u r a b l e  s e r v i c e s  a n d 

r e s o u r c e s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o 
a l l  s y s t e m s  a n d  p e o p l e , 

r e s u l t i n g  i n  a n  e v e r -
e v o l v i n g  a n d  r i c h  u s e r -

c e n t r i c  e x p e r i e n c e .
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Web 2.0

Web 2.0 describes the 
boundaries of technology

Library 2.0 is used to 
describe broader stage

But maybe 2.0 is in the 
way and we need 
something else...
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Question 2
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How will we 
Access all that 
Digital “stuff”?
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The Roadmap

San Francisco's Grace Cathedral walking the indoor wool tapestry labyrinth © Chris Stewart/San Francisco Chronicle/Corbis
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Slow Library

Education::Everyone & 
Everywhere

Community:: Participate & 
Preserve

Local::Small-scale and 
Granular

Craftsmanship::Open & 
Sustainable

People::Capacity & Passion 

Enjoy::Savour Unexpected
A Peruvian "arpillera," © John and Lisa Merrill/Corbis



Digital Tapestry - Traditional Approach

Consume

Manage



Digital Tapestry Machine - Patent Pending

Consume

ManageConsume

Manage
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Question 3
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What happens to 
us (libraries)
when all the 

“stuff” is 
digital?



Mark Leggott::University of Prince Edward Island::2007

All About People

To see success, need to 
focus on both sides of 
the tapestry

Recognize passion & 
skills of both staff and 
patrons

Build community 
around information 

Conservator Restoring Tapestry at Palazzo del Quirinale in Rome © Marco Cristofori/CORBIS
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Staff Thread

Build Capacity

Dorothy Peters

Over 25 years UPEI

Learning InDesign

Keen, excited, 
overwhelmed

Restoration of Tapestry From Palazzo Vecchio © Sandro Vannini/CORBIS
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Community Thread

Open Source/Content

Best platform to build a 
strong team

Leverage power of 
many and build local 
capacity

Philosophy and 
community aspects key 
thread in Slow Library

Restoration of Tapestry From Palazzo Vecchio © Sandro Vannini/CORBIS
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Detail of a Tapestry of Saint John © Francis G. Mayer/CORBIS


