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Amir Attaran is by training both a biologist and lawyer, and currently Associate Professor 
and Canada Research Chair at the Institute of Population Health and the Faculty of Law, 
University of Ottawa, Canada. 
 
Prof. Attaran’s research emphasizes the subject of health, development and human 
security in poor countries.  His interests include: to study the scarcity of foreign financial 
aid spent on controlling epidemic and pandemic diseases; to raise the standard of medical 
technology and care for patients in the world’s poorest countries; and to apply Canadian 
and international human rights law toward crises affecting transnational justice and 
human security.   
 
Prof. Attaran’s peer-reviewed publications have appeared in the leading journals of both 
the legal and biomedical professions, including the Yale Journal of International Law, the 
Stanford Journal of International Law, The Lancet, Health Affairs, the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, PLoS Medicine and many others.  He is also the author of 
a recent book (with Prof. Brigitte Granville) on access to medicines in developing 
countries.  Currently he is an Editorial Consultant to The Lancet, the world’s leading 
medical journal.  
 
Prof. Attaran is a recognized authority on global development and governance issues.  
His writing has appeared in the New York Times, the Financial Times, International 
Herald Tribune, and the Globe and Mail, among others.  He is also frequently quoted in 
the print and broadcast media, and lectures widely to diverse audiences on public policy 
and global development, including at events such as the International AIDS Conference, 
the World Economic Forum in Davos, and the World Health Organization.  He has 
testified by invitation before Canada’s Parliament and the U.S. Senate. 
 
Prior to accepting his current position at the University of Ottawa, Professor Attaran held 
fellowships and lectureships at Harvard University, Yale University, and the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs in London.  He trained at the University of California at 
Berkeley (B.A.), Caltech (M.S.), Oxford University (D.Phil.), and the University of 
British Columbia (LL.B.).   
 
Prof. Attaran has acted a policy advisor to numerous NGOs, the United Nations, 
governments and corporations.  His past pro bono or paid clients include the 
Governments of Brazil and Malawi, Médecins Sans Frontières, Novartis, Pharmacia, the 
Sierra Legal Defence Fund, the UN Development Program, and the World Bank. 
 
Finally, when Prof. Attaran is not in his office, he can frequently be found on a bicycle or 
canoe in eastern Canada.   


